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E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, EFIN, C 
SUBJECT- VESCO INDICTMENT 

1. ROBERT L. VESCO INDICTED MAY 10 BY FEDERAL GRAND 

JURY IN NEW YORK FOR ATTEMPTING TO OBSTRUCT AN INVESTIGATION 
BY THE SEC INTO VESCO' S FINANCIAL EMPIRE. HARRY L. SEARS 
ALSO INDICTED ON SAME CHARGES. 

2. MAY 1 1 WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE ALSO REPORTS THAT 

" THE GRAND JURY ALSO CHARGED THAT IN JULY, 1972. VESCO 
CAUSED 1 THE PRESIDENT OF COSTA RICA, JOSE FIGUERES. TO 
SEND A LETTER ADDRESSED TO RICHARD M. NIXON, THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES, SPECIFICALLY REFERRING TO THE SEC 
INVESTIGATION OF VESCO AND INDICATING HIS CONCERN THAT 
ADVERSE PUBLICITY EMANATING FROM THE SEC AGAINST VESCO 
MIGHT JEOPARDIZE DEVELOPMENT OF COSTA RICA AS A SHOWPLACE 
OF DEMOCRATIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE. 

"( DURING THE TRIAL OF THE SEC' S CIVIL ACTION TODAY. MARTI 
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FIGUERES, SON OF THE COSTA RICAN PRESIDENT, REFUSED TO 
HAVE A PRIVATE CONVERSATION WITH SEC ATTORNEYS ON THE 
GROUND THAT THEY HAVE BEEN UNFAIR TO ' ME, MY FAMILY AND 
MY COUNTRY."' 

3. THE FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE WAS PREPARED FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT 1 S NOON PRESS BRIEFING ON AN " IF ASKED" 

BASIS. NO QUESTIONS ASKED. 

SUBJECT: VESCO INDICTMENT 

Q: HAS THE DEPARTMENT HAD A REQUEST FOR EXTRADITION OF 
ROBERT VESCO FROM ANY OF THE AUTHORITIES INVOLVED IN 
THE CASE? 

SUGGESTED REPLY: 

NO. 

Q: DOES THE DEPARMENT KNOW WHERE VESCO IS? IS HE IN 
COSTA RICA? 

SUGGESTED REPLY: 

WE DO NOT KNOW HIS WHEREABOUTS. 

( ADVISORY: THE SAN JOSE PRESS REPORTS HE IS NOT IN COSTA 
RICA AT PRESENT. HE HAS BEEN CALLED TO TESTIFY BEFORE 
A COSTA RICAN LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE EARLY NEXT WEEK.) 

Q: IF VESCO IS IN COSTA RICA, IS COSTA RICA SHELTERING 
A FUGITIVE FROM AMERICAN JUSTICE? 

SUGGESTED REPLY: 

WITHOUT A REQUEST FOR VESCO' S EXTRADITION, ONE CANNOT 
SAY THAT ANY FOREIGN COUNTRY IS SHELTERING A FUGITIVE FROM 
AMERICAN JUSTICE. 

Q: WHAT CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT PRESIDENT FIGUERES' LETTER 
TO PRESIDENT NIXON INDICATING HIS CONCERN THAT ADVERSE 
PUBLICITY CONNECTED WITH THE SEC INVESTIGATION OF VESCO 
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MIGHT JEOPARDIZE COSTA RICA' S IMAGE? 

SUGGESTED REPLY: 

WE HAVE NO COMMENT ON MATTERS CURRENTLY BEFORE THE 
COURTS OR INVOLVING PRESIDENT- TO- PRESIDENT COMMUNICATIONS. 
DECONTROL MAY 10, 1974 
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